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Russian Empire, by Religions, (other than 
the National or Greek non-United.) — Roman 
Catholic, 2,750,000; Armenian Catholic, 14,- 
000; Greek-United, 380,000; Lutheran, 2,- 
000,000; Mohammedan, 2,750,000; Jews, 1,- 
250,000; Rhuddhist, 200,000. 

Turkish Empire, by Races. — Ottomans, 2,300,- 
000; Greeks, 1,200,000; Armenians, 400,000; 
Jews, 70,000; Sclaves, 0,640,000; Roumans, 
4,000,000; Albanians, 1,600,000; Tartars, 16,- 
000; Gypsies, 214,000. 

Turkish Empire, by Religions. — Mohammedan, 
4,900,000; Greek, 10,700,000; Roman Catho- 
lic, 770,000; Jews, 70,000. 

STATEMENT OF THE OPERATIONS OF 
THE RAILROADS OF MAINE FOR 1858. 
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RAILROADS OF MAINE. 
Subjoined is a statement — 

Shoving the cost, earnings, etc., etc,, qf the Maine 
Railroads, from, the opening qf the Bangor, Old- 
town and Milford Railroad, in 1836, to tlu present 
time. 
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The aggregate result of the operation of the 
railroads of the State since the opening of the 
first road in 1837, is fully shown in the con- 
densed statement. Their total aggregate cost, 
(that of the several years being added together) 
—$129,151,337. Gross earnings, $10,795,861 ; 
current expenses, $0,073,643; net earnings, 
$4,722,218. 
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ON THE MANNER OF TAKING A CENSUS. 
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The general result is not a favorable one. 
The per centage of gross earnings to capital in- 
vested, has been at the rate of 8£ per cent. — 
net do., at the rate of 3$ per cent. The large 
addition, from earnings, to construction, by 
some of the roads, particularly by the Atlantic 
and St. Lawrence, is one reason for the compara- 
tively small ratio of net earnings. 

All the railroads of Maine, with the exception 
of the Atlantic and St. Lawrence, have a very 
light traffic in freight, owing to the almost un- 
rivalled facilities for communication by water 
which the State possesses. 

The dividends on the Atlantic and St. Law- 
rence Railroad have been paid by the Grand 
Trunk, of Canada, under an agreement between 
two companies. 



ON THE MANNER OF TAKING A 

CENSUS. 
To tlie Committee of Publication 

of the Am. Geo. and Stat. Society: 

Gentlemen — In a former commnication, I no- 
ticed some of the difficulties in the way of obtain- 
ing full and accurate census returns, as encoun- 
tered in the persons employed upon the service. 
Allow me in this, to examine some of the obstacles 
that will be met among the people themselves, 
from whom the primary facts are to be ob- 
tained, and upon the precision of which every- 
thing else depends. 

First, because greatest, I will name ignorance, 
as an obstacle to satisfactory returns, which 
can only be overcome by promoting general 
intelligence, and especially by diffusing correct 
notions of the purposes and wants of this great 
national inquiry. I use this term in the gene- 
ral way, to express a want of information upon 
the particular points that require specific 
answers, and which are to be represented by 
definite figures as the basis of general deduc- 
tions. 

There is generally much more precision with 
regard to the returns of the personal census, 
than those of agriculture, manufactures, and 
other collateral inquiries ; and as returned in 
1855, 1 am convinced that in an exceedingly 



large proportion of cases, these statistics were 
strictly correct. Whatever apprehensions the 
unenlightened portions of the public may have, 
of some sinister motive on the part of govern- 
ment, with regard to establishing a basis for 
taxation, there can scarcely be found a person, 
however ignorant, who has had the slightest 
acquaintance with our institutions, that would 
entertain a suspicion that a tax or other burden 
was to grow out of the personal inquiries of 
the census, or who could not have known from 
his own observation, that taxes upon the per- 
son, except for highway labor, and a few minor 
objects in some States, are unknown among us. 
The fear of military conscription prevented a 
few newly arrived emigrants from giving freely 
the required answers to the interrogatories; 
and strange as it may appear, the dread of pes- 
tilence, like that which visited the Israelites 
after the census ordered by David, still finds 
place in the minds of the superstitious.* These 
objections are, however, so rare that they be- 
come curiosities, rather than difficulties re- 
quiring special effort for removal. Whatever 
defects the census may show with Tegard to 
personal statistics, they must therefore be 
mainly attributed to other causes than unwil- 
lingness on the part of those giving in the re- 
turns. The number of persons whose ages 
were not given in years or months, according to 
the instructions, in 1855, in New York State, 
was less than a fifth of one per cent. ; and those 
whose place of birth was unknown, were less 
than half of one per cent, of the total popula- 
tion. The principal defects in these cases, 
probably arose in most instances from the 
answers being given by other persons than 
those to whom they related. 

Statistics of agriculture and manufactures, 
when returned with the utmost good faith by 
the proper persons for giving them, must often 
be widely variant from facts, on account of the 
absence of data for correct returns. When we 
reflect that farmers seldom survey the fields 
devoted to particular crops, or weigh the hay 

* II Samuel, xxiv, 15. 



